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SUMMARY 


July-December U.S. Seed Exports Total $158 Million 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $158.3 million during 
July-December, 1983, 23 percent above a year earlier. Shipments of all types 
of seeds increased except for forage seeds which declined 8 percent to $29.4 
million. Vegetable seed exports increased 28 percent to $69.3 million for the 
first half of the 1983-84 marketing year. Flower seed exports totaled $4.1 
million, about a third above a year earlier. Corn and sorghum seed exports 
increased 56 percent and 69 percent, respectively, totaling $28.0 million and 
$11.3 million each. Total shipments during December slowed 12 percent from 
last years's level to $35.4 million. 


Forage seed exports for the July-December 1983 period dropped 8 percent to 
$29.4 million. Alfalfa seed shipments were encouraging, totaling $9.0 
million, 35 percent above last year. Total clover seed exports declined 13 
percent to $3.1 million. Ryegrass seed exports slowed 4 percent to $4.0 
million for the six-month period. Other major forage seed export items were 
fescue, Kentucky bluegrass, and bentgrass which totaled $2.5 million, $2.1 
million and $1.0 million, respectively. Largest markets were Mexico with 
shipments totaling $5.0 million, and Canada and Japan with shipments valued at 
$3.5 million each. 


Vegetable seed exports moved briskly during this six-month period, increasing 
28 percent to $69.3 million. Shipments to the European Community totaled 
$16.5 million, 8 percent below a year earlier. Japan was the largest 
individual market for vegetable seeds with shipments totaling $15.6 million. 
Other principal markets were Mexico, Iraq, and the Netherlands with shipments 
totaling $9.1 million, $6.0 million, and $6.0 million, respectively. Radish 
seed was the largest vegetable seed export item, totaling $8.4 million, a 162 
percent increase over a year ago. Japan received radish seeds valued at $7.5 
million, 89 percent of total radish seed exports. Other major vegetable seed 
export items were watermelon, bean, and pea seeds with totals of $5.8 million, 
$5.8 million, and $4.8 million, respectively. 


Flower seed exports of $4.1 million were 32 percent above a year earlier. 
France, Canada, and the United Kingdom were major flower seed markets. 
Exports of corn seed totaled $28.0 million for the July-December period, 56 
percent above last year. Shipments to Mexico, the largest corn seed market, 
increased dramatically to $19.0 million while exports to the European 
Community dropped 81 percent to $2.0 million. Shipments to Japan and Saudi 
Arabia totaled $2.7 million and $1.5 million, respectively. 


Grain sorghum seed shipments through December totaled $11.3 million, 69 
percent above a year earlier. Shipments to Venezuela doubled to $3.6 million 
in value. Other major markets were Mexico, South Africa, and Japan with 
totals of $3.4 million, $1.1 million, and $.7 million, respectively. Soybean 
seed exports have started well this year, totaling $1.1 million, up 38 percent 
over a year earlier. Sugar beet seed shipments increased 14 percent to $2.6 
million for the six-month period. Shipments to Sweden and Denmark totaled 
$1.5 million and $1.1 million, respectively, and together made up 98 percent 
of U.S. sugar beet seed exports. 


Mexico was the largest market for U.S. seeds during the July-December 1983 
period with shipments totaling $37.9 million, up 208 percent over a year 
earlier. Shipments to Japan totaled $23.3 million, an increase of 15 percent 
over last year. Italy, Canada, and the Netherlands shipments were $8.4 
million, $8.4 million, and $8.3 million, respectively. 


TRADE ALERT 


The tradeletter, CONTACTS for U.S. Farm Products, is an export promotion 
service offered FREE by the Foreign Agricultural Service to help American 
companies introduce agricultural products to foreign markets. CONTACTS 
provides names and addresses of U.S. suppliers and a brief description of the 
agricultural products they offer to potential foreign buyers. 


CONTACTS is designed to help publicize the availability of U.S. agricultural 
products and services in foreign markets. The CONTACTS tradeletter allows 
U.S. suppliers to advertise their product or service in a free 100 word or 
less trade announcement. The newsletter is transmitted overseas monthly to 
USDA Agricultural Officers who distribute it to agricultural importers. In 
addition, the newsletter is translated into Japanese, Spanish, French, 
Italian, and Greek. If you would like to participate in this program contact 
the marketing representative with your State Department of Agriculture, or 
call (202) 447-7103. While preference for participation in this program is 
given to new-to-market products and new-to-export firms, all firms are invited 
to participate. 
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